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PievRo-PNEUMONIA. 


The report of the Veterinary Department of the 
Board of Agriculture for 1890 has only just reached 
us. One naturally turns to Pleuro-pnenmonia 
hoping to find out how the new Slaughter Order is 
progressing with the extermination of the disease. It 
is many months since the Order came into force, 
and one forgets that the Report is nine months late 
in its information, and can tell us nothing more than 
what took place under the first four months of the 
new regulations. 

Since September of last year all the measures for 
suppressing this disease have been carried out by 
the Central Authority, who have full powers not 
only to destroy the affected animals but all those 
which have been in contact with the disease. Com- 
pensation is paid out of imperial funds. and the 
Central Authority has the very necessary power to 
follow suspected stock any distance and into any 
district. During the sixteen weeks of 1890 in which 
the law was administered by the Board of Agricul- 
ture 134 outbreaks of disease were reported—84 in 
England and 50 in Scotland. The Counties in which 
most outbreaks took place were, Lancashire and 
Midlothian 24 each, and Aberdeen: 12. 

In addition to the genuine outbreaks no less than 
108 suspected cases were reported. The lungs were 
examined, and the diseases found were pleurisy, 
tuberculosis, simple pneumonia, septic pneumonia, 
bronchitis (simple and parasitic) and six instances 
where the lungs were not affected at all. This is 
pretty strong evidence of the value of correcting 
our diagnosis by post-mortem examination, and the 
mere statement of fact might have been left to ac- 
count for the rule that lungs must be sent to London 

or examination. The report however, contains a 
paragraph which we may reprint as of interest to 
practitioners ; it runs thus :—“ The sending of the 

ae London might at first sight appear to be 
di ficult n> trouble and expense, but the disease is 
aed to diagnose in the living animal because 
give rise to exactly similar symptoms. 
pores ae bs this, as the fate of perhaps 100 or more 
slaughtersd epend on whether the first or test animal 
in a herd is affected with pleuro-pneu- 
the Bo Py. it is desirable that the Inspectors of 
en ard should be in a position to verify the cor- 
an of the local veterinary surgeon’s diagnosis. 
-— het Teason why the officers of the Board should 
ieteecaen of every animal as a test case, is that 
it is j compensation is now paid out of imperial funds, 
mperative on the part of the Board to keep a 


Con 
careful, and direct control over the expendi- 


During the four months the lungs of 279 cattle 
were examined by the veterinary inspectors of the 
Board. The total number of cattle affected was 
591, and the number of cattle slaughtered as having 
been in contact with the diseased ones was 
5,389—nearly as many in the four months as had 
been slaughtered by the local authorities in the pre- 
vious eight months. 

The director’s report says ‘ the result of the pro- 
cedure under the Pleuro-pneumonia Act has been 
satisfactory.” He had not been over sanguine as 
to the rapid extinction of the disease, but is hope- 
ful enough to believe that “probably the con- 
tinuance of the present system for two or three 
years will be so far successful that the disease 
may be limited to comparatively few centres, from 
which its extension may be effectually prevented 
by a rigid system of isolation.” Concealment of 
disease, the long period of latency, and the 
movement to other districts of animals from an 
infected but not detected herd seem to be the 
great difficulties in stamping out. It is, however, 
not too much to hope that in three years more 
the department will have succeeded in eradicat- 
ing the disease from the Kingdom. 

The other diseases referred to in the Report we 
hope to notice next week. 


Tue Marricutation Examination, 


During the next few days the young men who desire to 
enter the Veterinary Schools will have to give evidence of 
their proficiency in general education. Some will pro- 
duce a certificate and some will bo submitted to an ex- 
amination. It would be interesting to know the — 
tion examined. Why have an examination at ull? why 
not require all candidates to produce a certificate? This 
plan would be simpler for the Body Corporate, just as easy 
for the Student, and fair to the Schools. General educa- 
tion should be tested by an education body such as the 
College of Preceptors or, any of those whose certificates 
are now accepted. There is no special education re- 
quisite for a veterinary surgeon more than for a chemist, 
a ship-broker or a printer. All we have a right to de- 
mand is a fair standard. 


Tue Liprary. 


How many books we possess in Red Lion Square 
we cannot say. Of old ones, useful for reference 
and special antiquarian study there is a fair collec- 
sion, but of modern standard works there are 
perhaps « dozen! There would not have been one 
except for the liberality of authors who have made 
presentations. This is simply disgraceful, and wo 
believe would not have been allowed if the profes- 
sion had been aware of the fact. or this state of 
things the Council are entirely to blame, but it is 
the natural result of having a governing body 


destitute of any literary knowledge. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


DENTAL DISEASE .IN HORSES. 
By 8. Cuampers, M.R.C.V.S., Kirkheaton. 


A grey cart gelding was brought to my place 
suffering from abdominal pain, aud had been doing 
so probably for most part of the night. I treated 
him with linseed oil, opium, chlorodyne, warm 
water injections, and hot wet blankets around his 
body, but he rapidly grew worse and died in the 
afternvon. The post-mortem examination revealed 
inflammation of the large bowels. 

This horse had discharged large quantities of 
matter from one nostril for two months at least, and 
having had my attention drawn to this before, and 
having expressed an opinion that the teeth were the 
cause of the trouble, I seized the opportunity of 
making a section of his skull, and found the sinuses 
of that side of the face full of this yellow matter. 
The crowns of all the teeth were sound, but the 
fangs of the furthest three superior molars were of 
a dark red colour and surrounded with matter. It 
is to the latter part of the case I wish to draw 
attention and the mode of ascertaining cause of dis- 
charge and best way of removal. When the fangs 
only are diseased as in this case, tapping with a 
hard body either inside the mouth or outside the 
cheek would be the only way to detect the diseased 
organs, except by trephining, and then of course 
would come the removal and washing out of sinuses. 

There is a larger field for dental surgery in the 
hors> then is now filled. Teeth are recognised as 
the existing cause of disease when very apparent 
symptoms are shown, but there is seldom much at- 
tention paid to them as predisposing causes. In- 
digestion is inevitably the result of bad mastication 
of food, and intestinal diseases due to indigestion 
are numerous. 


A REPORT UPON SEVEN SUCCESSIVE CASES 
OF HERNIA. 


By Veterinary Surgeon J. A. Merepiru, A.V.D. 
Attached to 14th Hussars, Leeds. 


Continued from page 156. 


Casze VI.—A grey Persian, entire, troop h 
H 29, 5th Royal Irish Lancers, June 20th, 1889, 
This patient was i: the habit of breaking loose in 
the lines, and whilst out at watering parade managed 
to get away from the syce about 1 p.m., and was not 
again caught until about 4 p.m., during this time he 
had been fighting with another entire, and had 
knocked himself about considerably. He was ad- 
mitted into hospital about 5 p.m., showing all the 
prominent symptoms of Inguinal Hernia, with the 
visible tumour on the near side. After placing the 
animal in a loose box and securing him, we 
operated in the following manner: having cleared 
out the rectum, we removed the near testicle by 


torsion. the hernia] bowel of about 10 inches was to: 
be seen congested and strangulated, much more than 
any previous cases. We reduced the hernia in 
about 15 minutes, but our patient never seemed to. 
rally after the operation, and died at 3.45 a.m. on 
the following morning. 

Post-mortem. Acute enteritis, the hernial bowel 
presented a gangrenous appearance, such as, in my 
opinion, would have prevented a recovery under any 
circumstances. 

Casz VII.—An entire horse, aged 9 years, troop. 
horse F 65, 18th Hussars, May 23rd, 1890. This. 
animal was sent to barracks from parade, supposed 
to be suffering from colic, and shortly after reach- 
ing stables was brought to the infirmary, showing 
the following symptoms: Uneasy, looking round 
at flanks, whisking tail, and when lying down was 
fairly quiet, but had a peculiar anxious expression 
of countenance. The near testicle was quite nor- 
mal, off gland and cord greatly enlarged, also scro- 
tum extremely tense, very painful on pressure. 
Whilst the animal was lying down the legs were 
secured by hobbles and chloroform was 
ministered, quantity-used 3ij, time taken to produce 
anesthesia 2 minutes. On cutting through the 
scrotum a large quantity of serum escaped ; testicles 
greatly engorged; when liberated the intestine was 
exposed, about 8 inches being quite black, the re- 
maining 6 inches or so in anormal condition. Hav- 
ing emptied the rectum by means of enemas, Vety. 
Surg. Lewis, A.V.D., and myself made frequent at- 
tempts to return the intestine, but strangulation ex- 
isted to such an extent that it was found impracti- 
cable without enlarging the external ring; this 
was effected by using a Symes’ concealed bistoury 
and the bowel was immediately returned to the 
abdomen. Previously to this part of the opera- 
tion, the testicle was removed by torsion. Four silk 
sutures were put in the external ring, and pads of 
antiseptic dressings were inserted in the scrotum, 
the lips of which were closed with a small wooden 
clamp. ll possible care was taken in conducting 
the operation, the materials used being treated with 
hydrarg. bichlor, 3ij-O. The patient took some 
time to recover from the anesthesia, but when be 
was able to stand there was evident relief, and be 
was able to drink well and eat a little lucerne. Six 
hours afterwards he lay down and remained quiet ; 
pulse 88, temp 106. 

May 24th. At 8 a.m., horse lying down but 
easily got up. The clam suturesand pads of tow 
removed, wound cleaned and dressed, no hemor 
rhage; pulse 82, temp. 104-2, respiration 44. 

5 p.m., expression rather anxious, drinks well. eat 
a little bran and green grass. (idema extending 
along the linea alba. Has been standing for three 
hours ; resp. 48, pulse 80, temp. 1033. At 8 p-™ 
104°2. 

ay 25th, 4a.m., no better; rolling about, at- 
tempting to rise but not doing so; gave tinct. op! 
3ij. At8am., much quieter, but pain sub-acute, 
evidently becoming exhausted; temp. 1042, Te 


mained quiet all day, became much weaker and died 
on 26th at 1 a.m. pan 
Post-mortem. The portion of strangulated intestin? 
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which had descended was about 6 feet from the 
rectum, quite gangrenous ; and mesentry perforated. 
No further injury could be detected. 


REMARKS, 


These cases show us the absolute necessity for all 
troop horses in India being castrated, after which 
they are less liable to this disease, Besides, 1 
could enumerate hundreds of cases of injuries etc., 
which would not have occurred had stallions been 
prevented from entering the ranks. ‘I'he other ad- 
vantages possessed by geldings compared with stal- 
lions are too numerous to admit of discussion, and 
too well known to require it. In addition 1 have 
compared the gelding in sickness with the entire, 
and in almost every case I have found the latter 
more susceptible to the ravages of disease than the 
former, ceteris paribus. 

It is recorded on good authority that hernia 
usually occurs ou the right or off side, but nv reason 
is assigned. In the severe cases described above 
the situation was almost equally divided, three being 
on the left and four on the right side. It seems 
extraordinary that five cases in one regiment should 
take place within so short a period of each other. A 
peculiar fact to notice is they all happened during 
our spring months of the year, or the end of the 
cold weather in India, and one only the following 
year. On reference to the case book I find two 
cases of hernia reported in February, 1888, These 
cases are reported all in one station, but only 
during these months of the year. 

I consider aggyetains | castration essential to the 
success of the operation for reduction, no fear 
need then exist of a recurrence of the complaint. 
Putting aside this seasonal condition of the disease, 
I am quite unable to account for this peculiar 
fact, but no doubt some members of the profes- 
sion with more experience than myself can ac- 
count for the coincidence. 

The causes of hernia in these cases may be 
ascribed as follows :— 

CasE I.—Two days previously the pony fell at 
polo, rolling over two or three times, in short, 
had a regular “ purler.” 

Casz 11—Two days before would not jump 
iting school, so was charged over 

» a0 en ri i 
p winder idden uver by a rough rider two or 

Case 11].—Causes of a similar nature, 

, Case IV. speaks for itself. He was always get- 
‘ing into mischief and coming to grief. 

— V.—No cause can be held responsible as 
‘he patient was admitted at 8.45 a.m., and had only 
been out for exercise previously. 

Vase VI.—This case was another of the unlucky 
= given to breaking away as well. We see on 
reterence to his case he was loose for about 3 hours; 
and upon admission to hospital was very warm, 
which did not assist in his recovery. 

Vase VII—No cause can be assigned for the 
ie ps sent in from parade with symptoms of colic. 
see that the idea of castrating all 
inworthy animals or adding to the list, is fast find- 
ing favour with the natives of India, who now find 


the gelding a much more valuable and tractable 
animal. The partiality for keeping stallions in 
regiments of cavalry is luckily now only retained 
by a few. The number of entire horses in the 
regiment when under my charge is accounted for 
by a transfer of about 80 Persians from the 8th 
Hussars, who were getting Australians in their 
place; at present all Versians are sent to the 
British cavalry regiments serving in the Bombay 
Presidency. Of the 80 joined March, 1888, I 
operated upon 20 of the most vicious and unwork- 
able horses. The remainder were allowed to work 
out their time so long as their behaviour was good. 

I may state that a Government order at present 
exists, “that all troop horses are to be castrated 
upon joining a regiment,” 

In conclusion, I am of opinion that ‘ Herniotomy” 
should not be delayed, but performed immediately 
after diagnosis. I do not consider it necessary to 
do the covered operation in most cases, and am 
in favour of castration by ‘torsion’ in India, 


®DISLOCATION OF THE PATELLA. 
By S. S. Cameron, M.R.C.V.S. 


In December last year 1 had a case of dislocation 
of the patella or stifle cap, a very palpable one, very 
easily reduced, and which after the ordinary treat- 
ment and care necessary, made a speedy and per- 
manent recovery. 

The action of the limb during progression, and 
the position when at rest, both in this and other 
cases which have come under my notice, are some- 
what at variance with written descriptions of this 
lesion, and at all events decidedly at variance with 
the impresssion given by any drawings that I have 
seen. 1 therefore took advantage of the oppor- 
tunity to have instantaneous photographs taken. 
The appended woodcuts are fairly faithful repre- 
sentations of the photographs, which were splendidly 
executed by Mr. J. B. Leitch, student. 


Fig. 1. 


Posrr1on WHEN AT Resv, 


When at rest, the fetlock is bent completely over, 
and the foot resting pendulous on the front of the 
wall on the ground; the anterior border of the 
limb from the spine of the ilium to the hock being 


* Reprinted from The Australasian Veterinary and Live 


Stock Journal. 
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almost in a straight line. The whole limb is ap- 
arently lengthened, the fetlock and hock being 
loner than their fellows. ws 


Fie. 2. 
AcTION DURING PROGRESSION. 


During progression the foot is swung from the hip 
outward, and dragged forward until it leaves the 
ground, when it is jerked up towards the fore leg. 
It appears rigid and straight, the hock and stifle 
taking little part in the action. The photograph 
was taken just at that moment when the limb was 
advanced furthest forward. 


#1a. 3, 


Reprint rrom “ Mayuew.” 


This is a reprint from the illustration of this con- 
dition given in Mayhew’s Illustrated Horse Doctor. 
It is given for the purpose of comparison with fore- 
going figures. 


VETERINARY APATHY, 

“South Country” has expressed what many of 
us feel with regard to veterinary politics, and given 
us an excuse for our comparative ignorance which 
you have deemed ~ apathy.” 

In the greater sphere of politics it has been said 
that “every Englishman thinks himself capable of 
driving a gig or being Prime Minister,” but such an 
amount of zeal does not characterise all the members 
of the veterinary profession, and perhaps it is as 
well. If we were all fire-eaters, especially the 
‘one hoss” class of vets. who form the great 
majority, we should be always away from 
home, neglecting our first care, (that of scrap- 
ug up @ crust,) in order to deal out great 
swashing blows to those who differ from us as to 
dual appointments etc. You would be rather less 
Severe upon us if you could recognise that we are 


not all cast in the controversial mould, nor all gifted 
with eloquence; many very respectable practitioners 
are, like the writer of these notes, quite ignorant of 
the rules of debate, and if I attended a meeting and 
was bursting with a subject and indifferent to ridi- 
cule I should’nt know how, when, or where to in- 
troduce it; and if not silenced by the chairman 
should probably be put out by the porter—or por- 
ters, I had better say, ‘for the phlegmatic country- 
man when once warmed up to the point of speaking 
would make himself heard if only on the stairs. No 
doubt you will say, ‘ you can vote if you don’t speak, 
or write, or put in an appearance at V.M.A. meet- 
ings. No, Bir. we can’t, and many of us don’t be- 
cause we do not know the backstairs policy, nor 
understand the intrigues of the men we should like 
to look up to for leading. A very large number of 
us have to be content with less than £200 a year as 
the result of very hard work, frightful exposure, 
and keen competition with quacks; and when we 
have put our own horse away and bedded him up 
for the night we are more likely to fall asleep over 
our frugal meal than to conduct a keen’ intellectual 
and judicial analysis of the ways of veterinary poli- 
ticians. Out of such a poor income we cannot, if 
“ south countrymen,” even afford a journey to London 
and an outlay of from one to two pounds to attend a 
V.M.A., while a rival practitioner may be called to 
perhaps the best case that has come along for a month. 
Such outlay and such risk is beyond us, and if we 
attend no meetings, and by reason of mutual jealous- 
ies have no real intercourse with other members, we 
simply decay; the dry rot sets in, and every year 
finds us less and less capable of following the tor- 
tuous paths of politics-—veterinary or otherwise. 
Then not only do we forget our anatomy and physi- 
ology, but new sciences spring up, and when we 
hear other fellows talking about bacteria, strepto- 
cocci. and things of that kind, we wonder whether 
it is a new drug or the name of a fresh operation. 
and come to the conclusion that we are “no fit 
company for the loike of these.” 

Perhaps you will say “read the journals well 
they cost money—a good deal of money it is to us 
if we buy the lot, and how can we judge if we only 
readone? If we read the Veterinarian we find it 
has got the dry rot like ourselves—anyhow lt 
seems dry rot to read—and if it has any politics 
they are half a century behind, while we are only * 
quarter behind ourselves, 

If we read The Veterinary Journal only we come 
to the conclusion that it is merely the orga” of 
cocked hats, and that when an operation like that 
attempted for roaring turns out an egregious failure, 
all the talent in the department seems united in de- 
fending an untenable position—the influence 00 
doubt of Army discipline—if the chief officer says 
black is white it must be so. The quarterlies are 
too scientific and too expensive, too much in the al, 
perhaps, to have any politics. de> 

The Veterinary Record is within our reach a 2 
gards price. and the lingering but almost qe t 
love of our youth decides us to make one final ¢ i 
to at least know what is going on, and so we - ne 
in, and most of us enjoy in our quiet way the simp 
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relation of cases that other practitioners from time 
totime record; more than one fellow I know has 
actually sent reports after writing and re-writing 
them several times, but for want of elegant diction, 
has used a nom de plume, which takes more than half 
the interest away from the article ; a thing which I 
often think applies to some of the utterances of very 

reat men—we should’nt think much of them if 
Lord Dash or the Duke of Macassar had not said or 
written them. 

I hav’nt taken T'he Record for long, and meet with 
members who have not yet heard of it, but know a 
good many who are very much interested in it but 
neither vote, nor write, nor attend meetings. 

They don’t vote because they don’t know who to 
vote for; and they don’t write because they have 
forgotten or never knew how ; and they don’t attend 
meetings because they can’t afford it. 

This is really a quite honest explanation, and I 
hope you will let us down gently when next you 
put on your war paint to fight the demon in- 
difference. 

OnE oF THE CrowD. 


Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons 


FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 


An examination for the above degree was held in 
London on 28th July, when the following gentle- 
men where admitted Fellows of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons :— 

Capt. Hayss, 
J. Asson, 

W. H. 
W. F. 
W. Roaca, Exeter, 

H. K. Saaw, Stoke Newington. 


The Examiners were Dr. Fiemine. C.B., Professor 
and J. Roaurx Cox, Esq. 


Calcutta, 
Sheffield, 
Plymouth, 

Stoke Newington. 


THE FITZWYGRAM PRIZE COMPETITION. 


There were seven candidates who competed for their 
prizes. The Theoretical acedeadion was held in 
ae and Edinboro’ on the 18th and 19th June. 
& fractical and Vivdé Voce was held at the Royal 
orse Infirmary, Woolwich, on the 6th August, 


Theore- 
81 tical ViviVoce Total. 


. New V. Coll. Edin, 814 1083 1847 
» Ldon. 690 996 1686 
33 Po Edin. 796 807 1603 
» Edin. 823 678 16501 
58 oyal ., Lidon. 684 744 1428 


The five candidates highest in the theoretical por- 
tion proceeded to the further, or practical portion of 
the examination. 


ReEsvtt. 


81. Mr. C. Haywoop, Ist prize. £50, New V. Coll. 
73.  ,, J. H. Manron, 2nd ,, £30, Royal ,, 

91 8rd_,, £20, Dick ,, 

33. Mr. W. Srurpy, Dick Y. Coll. 
2. ,, H. Sessions, Royal _,, 


The Examiners were Messrs. F. Raymonp, A.V.D. 
and J. B. GresswEL.L. 


Artuur W. Hutt, Secretary 
September 1891. 


The following were the questions at the written 
examination. 


PHYSIOLOGY. 


1.—What are the main factors concerned in the circula- 
tion of the blood ? 

2.—Name the three principal gases found in the blood, 
State which fluid (arterial or venous blood) contains 
the larger proportion of each gas. 

3.—State what you know of cerebral localization, and 
state how this knowledge has been obtained. 

4.— What are the changes which take place in a secreting 
gland during the exercise of functions ? 

5.—Describe the histology and functions of the skin. 
Give your views upon grooming and clipping of 
horses. 

6.—What is meant by “hereditary,” or “ hereditable ” 
in breeding? Give your views upon in-and-in 
breeding. 


PATHOLOGY. 


1—State what you know of immunity in regard to 
disease. Give examples of natural and acquired 
immunity. State the principles upon which Pas- 
teur based the employment of his attenuated cul- 
tures. Give concisely a few particulars concernin, 
Schutz’ Bacillus of Swine Typhoid, and Batt a 
Lingard’s germ of Ulcerative Stomatitis in Calves 
2.—Give the post-mortem appearances of a case of acute 
Tuberculosis in the Ox, with special reference to the 
Alimentary System. State what you know of the 
Tubercle Bacillus of Cattle. 
3.—Give a clinical history of Glanders. Name the 
diseases which may be mistaken for Glanders. Name 
and describe the cause of Glanders. , 
4.—State how you would attack an outbreak of Glanders 
amongst a large body of horses in stables. 
5.—Give the symptoms and Pathology of Gloss-anthrax 
6.—What operation is performed in cases of acute Lami- 
nitis, with a view to relieving the pain. 


ANATOMY. 


1.—Give the anatomy of the Obturator Externus. 
2.—Describe the shape of the Crico-thyroid membrane. 
Give the origin, insertion and function of the 
Posterior Crico-arytenoid muscle. 

3.—Enumerate the muscles of the eye—describe the 
lachrymal apparatus. 

4.—Describe the Astragalus of the horse. 
bones it articulates with. 
5.—Describe the stomach of the Ox. 
6.—Describe the vestibule, semi-circular canals and the 


State what 


21 Royal. L’don. 535 
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"ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Verertnary Department. Vet.-Surg. A.J. Haslam 
has proceeded to India. While stationed at home he 
has obtained the degrees of Bachelor of Medicine 
= and Master in Surgery (C.M.) of Edinburgh 

niversity ; also the Fellowship of the College of 
Veterinary-Surgeons (F.R.C.V.S.) 


RegisterED Army Horsgs. 


A correspondent writing to The Army and Navy 
Gazette, says, in the two years 1888-89 and 1889- 
90, the number of horses registered as a reserve 
for the Army appears to have been the pretty re- 
spectable one of 21,00°—i.e., riding 4,212. and 
draught 16,788. But how many of these animals— 
for riding purposes more particularly—are trained ? 
An untrained charger in the ranks of a cavalry regi- 
ment would not be an agreeable sort of companion 
for either man or beast; and I doubt whether even 
the British cavalry would be a particularly service- 
able body if suddenly called upon to do fighting, 
rough-riding, and training simultaneously. Be 
that as it may, there is a certain amount of un- 
easiness as to this reserve remount question, for 
commanding officers naturally ask themselves, 
‘What will our service be worth if it has on the 
outbreak of war to take the field with untrained 
Reservemen mounted on chargers which have 
never perhaps heard the explosion of a revolver, 
and might naturally kick against the novelty of a 
volley or two from magazine rifles ?’ 


Rasres Inpra, 


The Apothecary at Jollarpett, writing to The 
Madras Mail, says that a serious incident occurred 
there lately—nine men, 23 sheep, and two dogs 
were bitten by a mad wolf, of these two men and 
three sheep contracted rabies.—Times of India. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 
EXPERIMENTS WITH MALLEIN— 
A GLANDERS LYMPH, 


By Lronarp Pzarson, B.S., V.M.D. 


Hellmann, of the Pasteur Institute. in St. P 
burg, read a paper before a Scientific Society of that 
city, late in the month of March, in which he de- 
scribed some experiments made by him, with an 
aqueous extract of potato culture of the glan- 
ders bacillus. He found that subcutaneous in- 
jections of 1 c.c, of this fluid, in glanderous horses 
to cause an elevation 

ure to 4 (104°F.), and higher; weakn 

of appetite, local reaction at the point of sor Bhi 
and increased discharge from the nose. Injections 
into healthy horses, or horses suffering from other dis- 


of the tempera- 


eases than glanders, are said to be followed by no re. 
action. Inoneortwo cases injections in which glanders 
had not been diagnosed were followed by febrile reac. 
tious, but the subsequent autopsies showed the 
presence of the characteristic nodules of the disease. 
These experiments were made on cavalry horses of 
the Russian army. 

Hellmann made his Mallein by floating off potato 
cultures of glanders bacillus with water, adding a 
little glycerine to the mixture and heating it at first 
to 40°C., then to 80°C. and finally, sterilizing at 
150°C: 

Dr. Kalming, in the Veterinary School of Dorpat, 
Russia, has also extracted a substance from glanders 
cultures which, when injected into glanderous 
horses, causes a characteristic febrile reaction, but 
no effect on healthy animals. Recent dispatches 
from Dorpat — the sad news that Dr. Kalming, 
in the course of his experiments, infected himself 
with glanders and has since. died from this disease. 
Before the publication of any of this work I had 
commenced, the first of March, a series of experi- 
ments to determine whether glanders cultures de- 
veloped a toxine, or toxalbumine, which would have 
an action similar to that of tuberculine. My Mal- 
lein was prepared as follows : 

Sterilized glycerine bouillon ; made of meat ex- 
tract, peptone, sodium chloride, and glycerine, was 
inoculated with virulent (second generation) gland- 
ers bacilli, from potato cultures, and kept fourteen 
days in an incubator at 36-5°C. (The bacilli grew 
luxuriantly.) The cultures were now heated at 
800C. for several hours, to kill the bacilli and con- 
dense the fluid; they were next filtered, through 
Kitasato’s porcelain filter, and on three successive 
days heated, for twenty minutes each time. in mov- 
ing steam (100°C.). The lymph made in this way 
is a perfectly clear fluid, a little thicker and darker 
than the original bouillon. Glanderous and 
healthy guinea-pigs were injected with doses of 
0-25-2-0 c.c. of this substance and the diseased an'- 
mals showed, without exceptions, both a general 
and local reaction. The former was shown by de 
pression, loss of appetite and fever; the latter by 
redness and swelling, both of the inoculation — 
and the point of injection. The healthy anima’ 
did not react unless the -dose was very large. a 

First experiment. Male guinea-pig. wena 
with virulent glanders March 13th. Daily 
temperature of 39-2°C. March 24th, injected 
the flank (knee fold) with 0°5 o.c. of the lymph. 


Temperature shortly before the injection, = 


9 

March 25th, am. ,, . 38-4 


The autopsy showed glanderous processes hed 
spleen and testicles. 
jnocl- 


Second experiment. Male guinea-pig: ture of 


lated March 20th. Daily rectal tempera 
39-0-39-200, March 24th, injected 0°26 ¢.¢. 
lymph. 
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Temperature shortly before the injection, 39-0 
after 4 hours. . 389-0 
‘ 7 ” ° 39'3 
» 10 ,, 39°4 
” ” ” ° ° ° 40 ‘1 
March 25th, a.m., . . 881 


Third experiment. Male guinea-pig, inocutaled 
April 16th. Daily rectal temperature 40-0-40-1- 
402°C, Apiil 21st, injected 05 c.c. 


Temperature after 6 hours. 401 
” 9 ” 40'°6 
” 12 ” ° 40'5 
April 22nd. morning, . ‘ i 40°3 
afternoon, ‘ ‘ 


The autopsy revealed glanders nudules in the 
spleen, and glanders bacilli in the blood. 


” 


| 


Fourth experiment. Male guinea-pig, inocu- 
lated April 16th. Daily temperature 39-6 to 39-7°C. 
April 21st, injected 05 cc. Temp. 396 

. 389-7 


after 6 hours. 
” 9 ” . 39°8 


ContrRoLE EXPERIMENTS. 


First experiment. Healthy male guinea-pig, for 
several days before the injection the temperature 
ranged from 38-6-38-9°C, 

April 2'st. Temperature | 

Injected 0°5 c.c. 


Temperature after 6 hours .3 
3 


1 . . . 
» 24th, ; 89°3 


e: Second experiment. Healthy male guinea-pig. 
Before the injection the temperature varied between 
and 39-00C, 


April 21st, injected 0-5 c.c. Temp. 39-0 
ae Temperature after 8 hours, . . . 39.0 
” 99 12 9 ° ° . 3889 
| Third experiment. Health i i 
. y male guinea-pig. 
before the injection between 38-6- 
ae oC. 
April 7th, injected 2-0 c.c. Temp. 38°8 
Temperature after 8 hours, . 898 
12 ” . . 39-4 
ure, 
_ 38-9 to 38-600, ore the injection, ranged from 
a se 2nd, injected 2-0c.c. Temp. 38.2 
emperature after 8 hours, 38-4 


” 12 ” e 39-0 


Pi: experiments show that the action of Mal- 


n on healthy and glanderous guinea pigs differs. 


Injections of doses of 0-25 to 0°5 in diseased animals, 
causes a decided local and general reaction, while 
these doses in healthy animals produce either no 
change whatever or at most, a slight redness of the 
point of injection. Large doses, unthe contrary, 
(2°0 ¢.c.), cause a transitory fever. The resem- 
blance, in these respects, between mallein and 
tuberculine is quite noticeable. I could not see in 
those cases in which repeated injections were made, 
that the mallein had the least healing effect on the 
glanderous process. All of the inoculated animals 
died of generalized glanders. To what extent im- 
munity can be produced by mallein, is at present, 
impossible to say. I shall endeavour to make this 
an object of further experiment. 

Since the above was written an article has ap- 
peared in the Berliner Thierarzliche Wochenschrift 
(No, 29, 1891), by Preusse, of Danzig, giving the re- 
sults of some experiments made by hiin with mallein. 
He used a fluid made by extracting potato cultures 
with equal parts of glycerine and water, and made his 
experiments on horses. Six glanderous and two 
healthy horses were injected with doses of from 0-1 
to 0:3 ¢.c.; the former reacted strongly in from six 
to twelve hours, while the latter showed no change. 
The reaction was both local and general; the tem- 
perature rose, in some cases, to 40-1 and 40°4°C. All 
of the horses were killed and the post-mortem ex- 
aminations confirmed the ante-mortem diagnoses in 
each instance.— Journal of Comp. Med. & Vet. Archives 


HORSES IN SHOW CONDITION, 


Mr, Freeman-Mitford, a well-known breeder of 
Shire horses, has lately been writing against the 
high-feeding of draught horses for the carrying of 
showyard honours. Every exhibitor, he says, knows 
that “unless his exhibits are shown as fat as butter 
the judges will not waste a look upon them.” He 
argues by implication that judges and exhibitors are 
both so blind and stupid that it is no use attempt- 
ing to convince them of the mischief they are work- 
ing even to their own interests. Horses, he says, 
are shown so loaded with fat “ that the muscles cease 
to be defined, and many of the lines are obliterated ; 
sometimes the grunting noise caused by fat is mis- 
taken for roaring, and a really sound animal falsely 
condemned as unsound.” ‘Those sires which had to 
be put in high condition in order to take prizes also 
prove very indifferent breeders; but the evil is, he 
says,accentuated in the case of prize-winning females. 
“A large percentage of the mares shown in the 
‘pink of condition’ in the spring are barren for 
yeais; a large percentage die in foaling.” 

Now, in regard to this rather reckless impeach- 
ment of judges and exhibitors of draught horses, it 
may at once be conceded that gioss over-feeding of 
breeding stock cannot fail to seriously affect the 
breeding powers of the subjects so treated. But, at 
the same time, it is the sheerest nonsense to say that 
the judges “will not waste a look” on draught 
hoises unless the animals be “as fat as butter.” 
So far from that being the case, it is no uncommon 
thing, at Scotch shows at any rate, to find a com- 
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paratively lean animal preferred by the judges to 
many other almost equally meritorious animals in 
“the pink of condition.” The Clydesdales exhibited 
at the Glasgow Stallion Show are all in show form, 
but even the most prominent prize winners among 
them can show an excellent breeding record. Be- 
sides, if putting high-class Clydesdales or Shires in 
show condition be so very disastrous to their breed- 
ing powers as Mr. Freeman-Mitford asserts, how 
comes it that breeders and exhibitors have heen so 
long in discovering that fact? Altogether it may be 
safely taken for granted that neither breeders, 
judges, nor exhibitors are so sublimely stupid as 
Mr. Freeman- Mitford makes them out to be. 


North British Agriculturist. 


SPAYING HEIFERS. 


The following description taken from the North 
British Agriculturist is by the Veterinary Editor of 
that paper 

“The most suitable age for spaying cattle is from 
six to twenty months. In calves under six months, 
it is frequently difficult to get hold of the ovaries. 
After the second year the animal suffers more from 
the operation. It is undesirable to spay cows; the 
risks of mishaps are considerable, the mortality 
frequently reaching six or eight per cent, whereas 
amongst calves and yearlings it should not exceed 
one percent, Dry summer weather should be chosen 
for operating ; cold and damp greatly increase the 
risks. The flank operation is the most satisfactory 
where considerable numbers are to be spayed. In 
connection with a pen or yard, two parallel lines of 
stout post and railing are erected about four or five 
feet high, and about two feet apart, allowing sufficient 
room fora yearling to walk between the lines of 
rails, which may extend for 20 feet or more. On 
either end of the enclosure a high gate is hung. 
When only a few heifers are to be spayed, such 
preparations are unnecessary, and the subject is 
haltered and strapped to a stout gate, the right side 
being exposed, the feet raised several inches from 
the ground, and the hind limbs a few inches higher 
than the fore, in order that the stomachs and bowels 
be thrown well forward. This upright is preferable 
to the lying position. From the exposed right flank 
a strip of hair about an inch broad,extending from the 
the loin for a foot downwards and backwards, is 
trimmed off with a pair of scissors, and the surface 

is washed with a solution of carbolic acid, dissolved 
in forty parts of water. An incision is carefully 
made through the skin with a knife or short bladed 
light razor, starting from a point about equi-distant 
from the spines of the lumbar vertebre, above the 
last rib in front, and the prominence of the hip-bone 
behind, and is carried parallel with the ribs for 
about four inches, or just sufficient to admit the 
hand of the operator. ‘he skin only should be cut 
through ; the fingers introduced readily divide the 
soft subcutaneous muscles without risk of injurin 

any portion of underlying intestine. The heal 
oiled with carbolised lard or vaseline is then passed 
in, the thin peritoneal membrane is broken through 


and underneath the loin the right ovary is reached, 
brought out, and snipped off ; the left is got at and 
removed. Anyone not thoroughly conversant with 
the position of the ovaries, and their relations to 
other organs, before attempting the operation should 
visit a slaughter-house and make careful examina- 
tion of the abdominal anatomy of a heifer. The 
external wound is secured with three, or, if needbe, 
four stitches of waxed stout linen thread, each stitch 
having a firm hold of fully half an inch of skin. 
A dressing of carbolised oil is smeared over the 
surfave, and the heifer liberated. Ifthe weather 
is fine and settled, the animals may return to their 
pasture. If, however, the weather is dubious, or if 
flies are likely to be troublesome, they had betier 
be kept for three or four days in the yard or house. 

+ is very seldom that untoward results follow A 
little swelling is sometimes noticeable, or a stitch 
may require replacing. Notwithstanding the tear- 
ing of the peritoneum, the exposure of the abdom- 
inal cavity, and the groping for and removal of the 
ovaries, inflammation rarely occurs. The instru- 
ments requisite, as already indicated, are a pair of 
scissors, scalpel or razor, which the American opera- 
tors prefer to the knife, and astout curved needle 
with which to make the sutures.” 


“NO CURE, NO PAY.” 
VETERINARY ”’ CASE. 


An amusing case was heard in the Edmonton County 
Court on Tuesday, before Judge Abdy.—Mr. Maddle, of 
30 Church Street, Stoke Newington, sued Mr. Rowley 
(trading as Birbeck), of 146 High Street, Stoke Newing- 
ton, for £17s., being balance of account for “ profes- 
sional” services to a horse belonging to defendant— 
Judge (to plaintiff): What are you! Plaintiff: Itake 
in horses on the “ no cure, no pay ” principle. (Laughter, 
—The Judge: But what do you call yourself! Whatis 
your occupation /—Plaintiff: Nocure, no pay. (More 
laughter.)—The Judge: I never heard of that being 
a profession.—Plaintiff: Iam also a cattle and horsedrin 
maker.—The Judge : Oh,a quack ?(Laughter)—Plaintiff: 
Oh, dear, no; by no means. Nota quack, but a curer. 
(Laughter.) Look at my bill—The Judge: I don't 
want to look at your bill—Plaintiff: “But I want 
you to look at it, and you will see “ No cure, no pay. 
That’s my business, and I cure all the horses that are 
sent tv me. _ I have treated this man’s horses for twelve 
months and given every satisfaction—not only one horse, 
but a ‘great many. No: cure, no pay. (Laughter.) 
Plaintiff went on to say that his claim was in respect of a 
balance of account, but that he had treated many other 
horses for defendant under contract—no cure, no pay: 
On the 31st of March defendant sent a horse to his et 
but he was not at home, and the next morning he we? 
to defendant and saw a horse which was very -lame, ™ 
defendant asked him how long it would take to cure. , 
told him it would be a long job, but agreed to effect ® 
cure for a sovereign. Defendant assented to the terms, 
and the horse was cured. That was proved by the . 
that it was driven to Camden Town, and that a ~ 
was laid on it to win for £50. That was a case of “4 
cure no pay.—The Judge: But you have sued ‘h 
veterinary surgeon /—Plaintiff: Well, I know as 7 on 
as those who are veterinary surgeons. (Laughter) * I 
on the new principle of no cure, no pay.— he Ju vr) 
wish some one had a cure for your tongue. (Laugh 
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Mr. Avery, who appeard for defendant: Are you 
a veterinary surgeon ’/— Plaintiff: I cure horses—Mr. 
Avery: Answer the question, yes orno. Are you a 
veterinary surgeon? You kuow you have sued as a 
veterinary surgeon /—Plaintiff: I did’t make out the 
paper. My agent did that—Mr. Avery again asked 
plaintiff to say distinctly one way or the other whether 
he was or was not a veterinary surgeon.—Plaintiff: I go 
by my bill—no cure, no pay.—Mr, Avery: Have you 
ever been registered /—Plaintiff: It is done under the 
new principle. (Much laughter.)—Mr. Avery : Yousay the 
horse was driven to Camden Town after you had treated 
it.—Plaintiff: Yes.—Mr. Avery: Do you know it was 
driven to the Royal Veterinary College at Camden 
Town,—Plaintiff: No; and if it was why wasn’t it 
driven there on the 31st March, instead of being brought 
to my place ’—The Judge said that whether through a 
mistake of the agent or not plaintiff was described in the 
plaint as a veterinary surgeon, and he might get into 
trouble in consequence.—Plaintiff: I go by my bill— 
nocure,no pay.—Mr. Avery: Your claim is for pofes- 
sional services /—Plaintiff: For curing the horse.—Mr. 
Ave Did you cure it ?—Plaintiff (sharply): Yes, I 
did.—Plaintiff called his wife and a man named Brown 
to prove that the horse had been treated.—Mr. 
Avery submitted that plaintiff could not recover, as he 
had been improperly described as a veterinary surgeon, 
which he was not, and had never been registered or held 
a certificate before the passing of the Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Act.—The Judge told plaintiff he could not 
give him a verdict, because he had brought himself 
within the Act to which reference had been made.— 
Plaintiff: Then I must have a new trial—The Judge : 
If you apply for one you will not get it—Plaintiff : Then 

will apply somewhere else.—The Judge: You can’t get 
a new trial in any other court.—Plaintiff: [’ll make a 
try at allevents. (Laughter.) A verdict was then given 
for the defendant, with costs for four days.—Plaintiff : 
How about the 7s. that has been paid into court for 
the horse’s drinks /—The Judge: That will have to re- 
main until you pay the costs.—Plaintiff: Then I must 
apply for a new trial. (Laughter.)\—The Judge: And 
you won’t get it.—Plaintiff : on’t I? Til have a 
good try for it—Daily News. 


THe Gtascow TInNED-PEAS TxEST-CASE.—AN 
Important Decision. 


e On Saturday last Sheriff Birnie, Glasgow, gave his de- 
9 in the case tried before him on September 2nd, in 
pn atelocin Campbell, fruiterer, Gordon Street, was 
ma ~ at the instance of the Glasgow Sanitary au- 
; ities with having sold to one of their inspectors a tin 
pad, ey peas which, on analysis by Dr. Clark, the city 
en i 
ol pews 4 grain of sulphate of copper per 
1s Lordship said :—By the third section of the Food 
ool Act, 1875,“ no person shall mix, colour, stain, 
med verte +++. any article of food with any ingredient or 
with int 80 as to render the article injurious to health, 
neeent ent that the same may be sold in that state, and 
shall sell any such article”; and in this com- 
mloneell respondent is accused of selling tinned peas 
tis poral! hate of copper in breach of the Act. 
ars peer that the peas were so coloured and that 
oud Pde ent knew it. It is right to state that there 
tity of oe neealment, the tablet bearing “a minute quan- 
mali oe a has been used by the manufacturer to im- 
ielerieas colour of the peas, but,they are guaranteed not 
The analysis brought out 1:4 grain per lb. 
ntended that the quantity may vary through 


design or carelessness, and that if allowed at all it will be 


difficult to check any excess ; but I do not view this with 
alarm. A dangerous quantity had not been used hither- 
to, and there is no inducement to use it, but the con- 
trary, and prosecutions would follow were there cases of 
injurious excess. Beyond this the consideration is not 
a ground for convicting the respondent. He is only 
liable if he used a quantity injurious to health. There 
is only one other observation. Because 1:4 is harmless. 
in peas, it does not follow it is so in all other vegetables, 
and still less in fruits. 

On Tuesday Mr. John Lindsay applied to Sheriff 
Birnie to state a case setting forth the facts admitted or 
proved in evidence, and the grounds of his decision dis- 
missing the case, for the information of the High Court 
of Justiciary, to which the prosecution desired to appeal. 
His lordship granted Mr. Lindsay’s request, and the ap- 
peal will be heard at an early date. 


THE SKELETON OF ECLIPSE. 


Concerning the Skelefon of Eclipse, in our Museum 
at Red Lion Square, the following letter was written 
to ‘‘ Land and Water” some years ago. 

“Jn your impression of July 6th is a letter from 
Mr. F. H., Salvin, questioning the anthenticity of the 
skeleton at the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
said to be that of the celebrated racehorse. (n re- 
ferring to Land and Water, for May 16th, 1868, I 
find a memoir of Eclipse, written by Mr. Salvin, in 
which he says: “His skeleton, the possession of 
which more than one have boasted of, is all a myth. 
He was far too much valued, both in life and death, 
ever to be handed over to the comparative anatomist 
to be dissected, boiled down, etc.” Another letter 
concerning Eclipse, signed George Plucknett, is to 
be found in the impression, April 29, 1871. In it is 
mentioned the grave and tombstone at Canons, and 
a quotation from a note of Mr. Plumer’s says, “The 
kin was preserved in the range of stables, and I 
well remember its mouldering, dusty, moth-eaten 
remains. The hoof was set in silver, and 
preserved by my eldest brother, whose son now has 
it.’ The same letter tells us that “George IV. and 
William 1V. each had a hoof mounted in silver. The 
challenge whip was made from his (Eclipse’s) tail.” 
Now. I think the last letter is a perfect answer to 
Mr. Salvin’s supposition that Colonel O’Kelly was 
afflicted with any sentimental regard for his wonder- 
ful horse. Surely there is no greater indignity im 
removing the skin and hoofs of a dead horse than in 
preserving his bones. But I think J can prove con- 
clusively that Eclipse was “ handed over to the com- 
parative anatomist.” Charles Vial de St. Bel, a 
French veterinarian, the first professor of the London 
Veterinary School, became famous chiefly on account 
of his measurements and dissection of Eclipse. In 
his “‘ Essay on the Proportions of Eclipse,” he says, 
he “did not open the skull, as it was my intention 
to preserve entire the skeleton of so famous a horse.” 
Again at page 35 he says, “ All these perpendicular 
lines which existed really in Eclipse, as may be seea 
in his skeleton, constituted, etc.” To my mind this 
is conclusive as to the preservation of the skeleton. 
In 1840, a published letter from Bracy Clark contains 
the following :—‘ Eclipse never went outofO’Kelly’s 
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hands, but died at Canons, his seat in Hertfordshire, 


and who presented his bones, a natural skeleton, 
with ligaments holding them together, so that aa 
could not be changed, to my triend Edmund Loud. 
veterinary surgeon. After my friend Edmund Bond’s 
death, his widow, who still survives, in consequence 
of my various assistance to her, in disposing of the 
business for her, and cullecting her debts, and some 
pecuniary compensation besides, presented me with 
the skeleton which never was in other hands than 
the above-described.” Mr. Clark held a high position 
as a gentleman and a man of science in his day, and 
I know of no reason for disputing his word. In 
1860, Mr. Clar« sold the skeleton to Professor J. 
(iamgee, then Principal of the New Veterinary Col- 
lege, Edinburgh. In this institution the skeleton 
was mounted, and led to some controversy, which 
can be found collected in the Veterinarg Review, vol. 
8. In 1870, Mr. Gamgee presented the skeleton to 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, where it 
now remains. ‘lhe ske.eton itself is certainly that 
of a remarkable well-formed therough-bred, and the 
= bones of the fore feet show signs of disease, 
iclipse, it is well-known, haa diseased fore feet. It 
must also be remembered that few men have the op- 
portunity, the time and the skill, to form a natural 
skeleton of a horse. 

The existence of such a piece of work at once 
suggests an extraordinary horse, and av extraordin- 
ary man, such for instance as Eclipse and St, Bel. 

Wm. Hunting 


Difficulties of Notification in the States. 


Medical dovecots in France are considerably fluttered 
by the clause in the proposed new law which provides 
for the notification of all cases of infectious disease by 
the doctor in whose practice they may occur. Prac- 
titioners complain that, while the executive will exact 
heavy penalties for any neglect to comply with this law, 
the patients will prosecute them for breach of professional 
confidence—which is a very serious matter in France— 
if they obey it. The situation is still more complicated 
in the United States. The following dialogue, which we 
extract from an American contemporary, will serve to 
give an idea of the disagreeable dilemma in which the 
practitioner finds himself between the law and the 
citizen for whose benefit it is supposed to exist :— 

First doctor: “Got back already from Arizona?” 
Second doctor: “ Yes, I don’t likeit out there.” “What's 
the matter!” “If you have a case of small-pox and 
don’t report it to the Board of Health, you are fined and 
imprisoned ; if you do, the relatives fill you full of buck- 
shot. It ain’t a healthy country for a young doctor.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


4 THE NEW CHARTER. 

IR 

The letter you published last week on this question, 
suggesting some changes in the proposed Charter and 
calling those changes a compromise may perhaps do no 
harm. Of course there area few men in the profession who 
have all along opposed the charter and probably some of 
them may continue to oppose it but unless they act to- 
gether against the majority they can do little to hinder 
our progress! The profession has decided what they 
want and elected a Council to carry out their wants, 


The representative body agreed, with hardly an excep- 
tion, to the proposed charter, and the practitioners are 
now waiting for the next step forward, and any very 
great alteration of the pro would, T am sure, meet 
with very great opposition. 

I have no experience of how charters are obtained but 
I do not think your correspondent is correct in saying 
that the Privy Council, when applied to for a supple- 
mentary charter, always refer to the men who obtained 
the previous one. Did they in 1876 refer to the men 
of 1844? It is natural and to be expected that the 
Privy Council will listen to any objections urged against 
a charter by anyone opposed to it, but I cannot under- 
stand that they would go out of their way to invite 
criticism. “ Peace-maker’s ” letter suggests to me a de- 
termination on the part of himself and perhaps others to 
oppose the charter when it is before the Privy Council. 

he profession cannot prevent any of its members from 
trying to obstruct their wishes and if the obstruction 
is fairly and openly conducted I see no great evil in a 
little party doing their best to stren i. their own 
cause but [ trust that our Council will have the skill to 
meet any objections. If it is really believed that a 
large section of the members do not approve of the char- 
ter let some steps be taken by them to show their nun- 
bers ard standing. Why have they not given reasons 
for their action, and why were their representatives 
silent when the Council approved the clauses of the 
charter ? 

If the question is still to be considered an open one 
let us fight the matter out, but let the fight be in the 
open and not on the back-stairs of the Privy Council. As 
far as I can help | will, and I am certain that my fellow 
practitioners, when the next Election of Council takes 
plsce, will show as decidedly as they did last time that 
they want the Charter, and will vote only for men who 
will get it— Yours obediently, 

J USTITIA. 
Dear Sir, 

With reference to the letter from “ Peacemaker,” in 
the Record of September 19th, I hope you will be kind 
enough to allow me sufficient space in your valuable 
journal to point out that results have proved that the 
1876 Charter is a failure, and that the veterans who ob- 
tained it were not in touch with the profession. 
in the opinion of the large majority of the members of 
the College an examiner shall not also be a member of 
Council, because the examiners are appointed and paid 
by that body ; and all questions as to the manner 
which their duties are performed are reviewed al 
adjudicated upon by the Council. When the examiners 
are also members of Council they appoint themselves, 
pay themselves, and are judges of their own conduct. 

The proposal that two-thirds of the Council shall be 
fellows and one-third members of the College would 
give the minority in the profession the majority 12 
Council. To this we most emphatically object. 

The members of the profession have distinctly stated 
that there shall be an end to the oligarchy of the - 
and present, and that for the future we shall govel™ 
ourselves, If any member of Council doubt this I invite 
him to resign, and submit himself for re-election. 
result would not be doubtful.—Yours very truly, 


. OUR TITLE AND CRUELTY CASES. 
IR, 


I am very glad you have opened the columns of you 
tioners” and “ Cruelty to Animals.” specting ta 
first named | trust that ere long our Council will ot 
case. In this town is a man with plate bearing * 
and “ Registered Veterinary Surgeon,” that this * 
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reat injustice to M.R.C.V.S., no one can deny after | late Principal Veterinary Surgeon in the Army, said that: 


coihen the able article of Mr. Kidd which has appeared | he had examined the mare and could detect no unsound- 
. ness in her; that Mr. Adrian Jones, the Veterinary Sur- 


— — holds th ctorship of C d | geon to the 2nd Life Guards, Mr. Edward Coleman, M 
"his * S. t ins i t : . oleman, Mr.. 
This | Batt, Mr. T. G. Chesterman, Mr. F. T. Stanley, 


he is a Registered Veterinary Surgeon,” and until our quve. dieawes ovidense; 6nd elthoug r. Herbert Rymill, 

9g ’ the proprietor of the Barbican Horse Repository, swore 
Council wakes up to do its duty so long will qualified | that in J uly, 1890, he would have given £300 for the mare 
members suffer and the public remain in ignorance. 1 | and that he “ would give £200 for her now” (April, 1891) ; 
will only add for the dignity (!) of the profession, that | the jury failed to agree, and were discharged without giving 
this “veterinary surgeon’s” proper trade was a cobbler. | a verdict. Mr. Sheather was willing to accept the verdict 

Respecting cruelty to animals, I have often thought it | of the majority, but the plaintiff declined todo so. It was 
funny that people who employ me are, if the least thing | mentioned in The Veterinary Journal that the division of 
is wrong with their horses, honoured by a visit from this | the jury was eleven to one, eleven being in favour of the 


istered d the officer of R.S.P.C.A., wh defendant. 
Mr. Sheather is not a wealthy man, and the heavy ex- 


to me to be in Co. 
I will mention a case not amonth old. A poor man was | Putter Uf oven more importance is that his professional 

skill his due vigilance in its exercise, have been called 

in question. 

. R.VS.,” telling him he must not work the horse or he Under these circumstances, Mr. Sheather’s professional 

will be summoned, a threat that is given next by the | brethren, and those of his clients who have confilence in 

“ veterinary surgeon ” and officer of the society, which | his professional skill and the conscientious care with which 

officer made him leave his cart behind and walk the horse | he habitually uses it, are invited to evince their sympathy 

home, a distance of six miles; he now awaits his sum- | by contributing to a fund for the payment of the legal ex- 

mons. And then weare asked why we do not give more | Penses he has been forced to incur. 

support to this Society? For myself I am sure I can The actual costs paid by Mr. Sheather amount to about 


never appear for them, as not one of the cases I have yet , #59 __ They wonld have been mnch more had not all the 
seen ever ought to have been heard of in a Court, whilst professional witnesses generously returned the cheques sent 


to them. 
cases of cruelty can be seen in our streets daily, but I) an account has been opened with the London and West- 


would remark, the owners employ the “ registerel V.S.” | minster Bank, St. James’ Square, under the name of ‘‘ The 


Yours faithfully, Sheather Defence Fund,” to which contributions may be 
M.R.C.V.S. ere and remittances may be sent with the enclosed 
orm. 


GORDON v. SHEA'THER. 


49, Park Lang, Lonpon, W. 
Septouber 16th, 1891. THE RS.P.C.A. AND VETERINARY SURGEONS 
Str, Deak Sir, 

As a client of Mr. Cartes SHeatHeR, whom I have| The criginal conception of a Society to Prevent 
for many years employed as a Veterinary Surgeon, my Cruelty to Animals was doubtless a good one, and com- 
attention has been directed to the action recently mended itself to all humane persons as well as many 
brought against Mr. SHeatHer by Mr. Panmure | Silly sentimental ones. That animals should not be 
Gorpon. ; cruelly treated but be kindly considered goes without 

It appears to me that Mr. SHeaTuer has suffered a | S@ying, but what I, among many old friends of the 
grave injury, and I believe that he feels it rather keenly. | 8°¢iety complain of, is its develepment into a society 
After having allowed a sufficient time to elapse to per- for the persecution of cabmen, costermongers and others 
mit of Mr. Gorpon having the case again submitted toa | Whe have to work themselves whether ill or well, but 
Jury, if he desired to do so, and after communicating | Whose horse may not be treated on the same low level 
with Mr. SugarHer (who, I feel bound to say accepted because a wealthy society, drawing its income chiefly from 
with some hesitation my proposal to invite a practical | “ silly women ” has attained to a position that enables it 
expression of sympathy from his professional brethren | t? PUt the brute creature on a higher level of comfort 
and his clients) [have prepared the annexed advertise- | than the poor man—“ made in the image of God.” This 
ment, to which I venture to ask your kind attention originally good institution has developed into an enemy 

I am, Sir, your faithful Servant, R of “the poor and him that hath no helper” and in order 

Gzorce M. Smrru, | to publish a long list of convictions the most unsatisfac- 

tory methods are resorted to, among —— the training 
1 » of experts who soon become adepts in conducting a case 
GORDON v. SHEATHER. and in giving evidence. Who among us veterinary surgeons 


In a recent action brou has not heard of these “tales of gore,” as you, Mr. 
5, Carlton House Mg ~ _ Editor, fitly described a sensational case in which an un- 
F.R.C.V.S., of 51, York Terrace, Regent’s Park, Mr. Gordon 'nerved horse lost his hoof? I say it is not prevention of 
ee Mr Sheather for damages in consequence of his alleged crueliy that the officers of the society care about, but swc- 
: eo as a Veterinary Surgeon in giving a certificate | cessful prosecutions in order to keep it well in evidence 
him hs etna in May, 1890, after examination by and stir up the sentiment of the old ladies (of both sexes) 
paid for fae ~ aoe Sones were laid at £400, the price | whose pockets are ever open to sensational statistics, but 
Gane mare having been £450, and her alleged value, | too often closed to the necessities of the poor drivers 
£50. The poe _ ye Mas ap being put at whom they are unwittingly persecuting by adding to the 
: Notwithstanding the fact that Mr. Frederick I. Mavor, funds of a prosecuting society always in need of 
the eminent veterinary surgeon of Park Street, gaveevidence 

at he had examined the mare at the plaintiff's stables The sentimental “lay” is a good paying one, and any 

one who will stoop to listen to the drivelling nonsense talk- 


in July, 1890, and certified h ; 
’ ’ er sound; that Mr. Frank 
Mavor, also of Park Street, said in in his ar = thes: i ed by acertain class of idle people who centre their affec- 


le a thorough examination of the mare in July, 1890, tions on pets may make a good thing out of it. There are 
and certified her sound ; that Mr. George Fleming, FRC... not, of course, so many first-class berths going now as 
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they are mostly filled by members of the same family. 
First stands the grand old man at Jermyn St., the Ma- 
hatma of sentimentalists. We have never seen him 
laughing up his sleeve, and give him credit for believing 
in his mission as well as in the emoluments of his great 
office. Next comes a son so whole hearted in the cause 
of animals that he qualifies as a barrister to take up the 
cause of poor dumb creatures, in which noble crusade 
Papa is able to render very substantial assistance, pro- 
viding cases all over England that no one else, of course, 
could hope to conduct efficiently—all pure zeal for animals 
quite unalloyed by hopes of earthly reward. Then 
another noble scion of the house is successfully planted 
as manager of the Dog’s Home—all for love of the cause 
of course, though a trifle in the way of salary is pressed 
upon this gentleman which many others would consider 
asnug income. Thus does the mahatma and his adepts 
devote himself to the service of animals, quadruped and 
biped, the latter on the well tried principles of poli- 
ticians of the old school who held that “He that careth 
not for his own is worse than an infidel, and hath denied 
the faith.” 

That veterinary surgeons should seriously reconsider 
their general attidude towards a society which has so far 
departed from its originally proclaimed aims is obvious 
to those who have given the subject much consideration, 
and the opening of your columns to a discussion of the 
question may lead to some definite steps being taken to 
check a growing evil. 

The R.S.P.C.A. has succeededin dividing us first and 
fighting one division at a time; had we been united as 
were the N.V.A., at Manchester, Mr. Colam would not 
have played the role of dictator and decided for us 
what operations are legitimate and how they are to be 
performed, 

If learned professors would not be tempted by gold 
medals as big as frying pans, but refuse to bolster up 
trumpery charges brought against members of the pro- 
fession we might establish some esprit de corps. It is 
ouly reasonable on the part of the rank and file of the 
profession to look for an example, in light and leading 
to the older men who have made their way, orhad it made 
for them as the case may be, instead of being lead cap- 
tive by the glitter of gewgaws or the cheap applause 
of the unthinking multitude, or last but perhaps not 
least, the golden guineas, which a big name can 
command by only bowing the knee to Baal. 

Yours, etc., 


Harotp Leenery, M.R.C.V\S. 
40 New Bond St., W. y, M.R.C.V.S 


Communications, Books, anp Papers RECEIVED :— 
J. Smith, A. Walller, C. 

ulcago University ‘Prospect 
Sun,” “ Leeds Evening Exprese.” pectus), “ Baltimore 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses, 


B 
omMBAY V.M.A. 


Hon. See: 8. K. Nariman, E 

I » M.D., B.S.C., L.V.sc, 

IG Hon. Sec: Mr. J. D. Parokh, G.B.V.C., Biasbay Vet. Coil 
Borper Counties V. 

Pres: Mr. J. Howe, m.n.c.v.s., 

Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, 


. } -R.C.V.8., Penrith, 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., 


Cavcurra V.M.A. 


CentraL V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. G. Samson, M.RB.c.v.8., 
Upper Green, Mitcham, Surrey. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. G. Rogers, M.8.c.v.s., 
170 Brompton Road, London, S.W. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, First Avenue Hotel, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Countries V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Wm. Bower, M.8.c.v.s., East Rudham, Swaffham, 
Hon. Sec: Mr. R. S. Barcham, m.z.c.v.s., North Walsham. 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. 


Ver. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. C. Steel, r.x.c.v.s., 188 Clonliffe-road, Dublin. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. McKenny, M.R.c.v.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


Lancasutre V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Leather, r.n.c.v.s., Tariff-street, Liverpool. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. G. Gartside Mayor, r.R.c.v.s., 
Kirkham, Preston. 
Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr.F. L. Gooch, r.8.c.v.s., Stamford, Lincolnshire 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Smith, m.z.c.v.s., Huntingdon. ; 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Countries V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. John Malcolm, F.n.c.v.s., 
Holiday-street Wharf, Birmngham. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, M.R.c.v.s., 


High St,. West Bromwich. 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, Aug., and Nov- 


Nationa VET. ASsocraTION. 
Pres: Prof. J. McCall, Veterinary College, Buccleuch St., 
Glasgow 
Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, r.x.c.v.s., Birmingham. 
Treas. and Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr.S. Wragg, F.B.C.V.8» 
17 Church-lane, Whitechapel. 


or V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Hunter, ¥.R.c.v.s., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, M.R.c.v.8., 

Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. W. Wilson, r.n.c.v.s., Berkhampstead, Herts. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. Kidd, r.n.c.v.s., Hungerford, Berks. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royat Scorrisu V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, m.n.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. oe 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshite 


Royat Verertnary M.A. 
Pres: Prof. J. Penberthy. 
Hon. Sec: Prof. J. Macqueen. 


Scorrish Merropouitan V.M.§. 
Pres: Mr. Jas. Clarke, r.r.c.v.s., Coupar-Angus. ‘ab 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, m.z.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro 


Sourn Durnam anp Norru Yorxsurre V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G. T. Pickering, r.x.c.v.s., Monk Bar, York. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.8., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SourHEern Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. E. A. Hollingham, m.n.c.v.s., SE 
79 Anerley Road, London, 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, ».n.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 
Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Penhale, r.x.c.v.s., Barnstaple, Devo0. 


Hon. Sec: Mr. W. , M.R.C.V-8., 
on. Sec: Mr. W. Harvey Bloye, m Plymoatb. 


Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


West or Scornanp V.M.A. Glasgo* 
Pres: Mr. D. Allan, m.R.c.v.s., Clarkston-by-Busby, | JasgoW 
Hon. Sec : Mr. W. Anderson, F.R.c.Y.8., West Nile-st., 


Yorxsurre V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. T. C. Toope, m.Rc.v.s., Knaresborough. as, 
Hon. Sec: W. F. Greenhalgh, .R.c.v.s., Hunslet, October 
Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, 
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